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Dcar Norton,

I sometimes wonder whether God invented wine as com Pcnsation for the flaws in his greatest creation,
ManldncL and to l"oC]P us deal with the flaws that incvitablg crop up n evergt]wing we create. Think
about it. We've built so many things over the millennia. And yet we seem inevi’cablg doomed to dcsignfng
things that don’t work. So many of our tools and Plagthings are deeplg flawed. Take boats} for
cxamplc. I love boats. Decplg. I'spent much of my summer cxPloring British Columbia's coastline of
fiords, rainforest and mountains. It was one of the most memorable summers in recent memory. But it

also reinforced somethingl had alwags suspcctcd: Boat designers are out of their bloodg minds.

I mean, for starters, look at where theg P]ace the ccluipment inside the boat. A few days ago, when my
generator s’coppcd working, | Pu”cd out the manual, called the builder and was told that I needed to
opena hatch and £0 check about a dozen things before he could Properly assess the situation. Fine.
This sounds reasonable—until | remembered that the guy who designed the boat is 58" and 140
Pounds. That's when | started to worry. ! open the Ha‘cch, PU” abunch oFgcar out and look down into
the hole. No way my &4, ZjO—Pound frame (ona light dag) will fit in that hole.

] conjure images of Indian Swamis tied up in knots and Shc”e‘tj Winters struggling tl'lrougl’l hatches on
the Poseidon Adventure.

5udcxcn13, I realize there’s on]g one thing to do before these repair shenanigans can ever get started. |
head into my trusty storage locker. This used to be where we stored rain gear. But all that’s now gone,
thrown overboard. Had to be done—to make room for the wine, of course. 1 lift out a bottle of 2006
Hundred Acre - Ark while my childhood friend Michael stares at me in dishelief.

"What are you cloing’?" he asks with a supcrcilious smile.

"Tam Prcparing m}jself for my first Yoga lesson of course,” | rcply.




I open the bottle and poura largc g]ass. Michac] pours his own and settles in to soak up the scenery.

Obscrving me dissect the manual must have been like watching a dog trg to make sense of Mad Men.

Yes | can see the manual, it's interesting but it was c]ear]g written for someone German and very handg
with advance mechanical matters such as the difference between a crescent wrench and a croissant. |
am very good at hanc”ing the latter and clueless on the 1Cormer, after all 1 am a winemaker not a guy

Figuring out how to get another year out of the Mars rover.

This is when I started rcﬂcc’ting onmy theorg of wine creation and that had the good Lord endowed
every person with amazing technical prowess and Patience far fewer bottles would be consumed. well,
two glasses later | lowered mgse]xc into the I’xot, airless space under the floor of the boat. Then looked
around and realized that all the things that depcnd upon to Protec’c our saife’cg at sea were underthe
ﬂoors, stuffed into tiny little spaces that were uttcr]y impossfble fora guy my size to ever get at on my
thinnest dag. I called out to Michael. When he hands down the tool bagl inform him that he is dim-
witted at best and to instead pass down a full g]ass of Hundred Acre forthwith while | contemP]atc my
options. As for the tool bag, it has been put under the floor too.

Now this got me thinking about Scotty in Star Trek. Hell, he was fat and look how casilg he got around
the enginc room. | mean that was a Properlg Planned vessel. | then realized what I needed was a mi&gc’c
mechanic/yoga instructor and natura”9 | started ]ookingaround fora Piecc of cquipment we could
remove to create a bed for him and for a spot in the floor to P]ace a dumb waiter to get food down to
him and dirtg dishes back up. This ac’cua”g seemed reasonable at the time.

chtcrdag, while on the way to our favorite Fishing spot, sudclenlg the boat drops speec! and I realize
something has I’Iappencc[ to my props. Here we are, Northern Canada, ice~cold waters, and somebodg
needs to go overboard and look at the little beauties. So again ] go bclow, grab 3c‘c another life saving
bottle, this time of 2007 Hundred Acre - Kagli Morgan and Pu“ out two well Protccted glasses and

again Michael stares at me.
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| rcply) "lam Preparing mgse!ic"
Then he says “Ah yes that water is dcathlg cold®
I answer with “Yes it is —and that's whg lam bracing mgschcto watch you go in."

As we all know, the cap’cain must be on board tcnding to matters of grave imPortance, such as rcmoving

the cork from the corkscrew and c]etcrmfning whether the g]asswarc is Propcrlg Po]ishcc].

Michael sits cﬂown, pours a ]arge glass and says, "Where's the wet suit?"

"In your c]osct, of course” | rcply.



I breathe in the wine and the aromatics make the foibles of the dag Hg away. One bottle down, props
chcckccl; we ]imP home for a replaccmcnt Part.
In the morning | hire a diver to changc what I think is a bent prop. The diver goes down and immcdiatelg

comes to the surface.

DriPPing with ice-cold water, he pronounces, "l have some bad news.”
| stare at him as | do all aquatic creatures and | wait as he exPlains that the drive shaftis severed.

"Oh so the prop is not bent!!" | say with relief, since tlweg are rather expcnsivc.
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wiadaima G[ilj SUlt ana sull Iin tne water, the aver looks UP anda sags NO, The PFOP is not bent...n:'s rnot

there at all. it sheared off and is lging on the bottom of the ocean somewhere.”

I turned to Michael and said "When you went down there 3esterda3 you didn't notice the entire prop

was gonc?“

He looked at me with a bit of a shocked and slig[*\tlg selxc—rigl’lteous exPression and said, "You asked if
the props were bent, t}‘neg were not and besides it was dark.”

At that moment I turned and went below. Michael stoPPec{ me and said, “I know where the wine is; Il get
it.”

The moral of this story should be obvious. Drin king wine duringyour most trying momentsjust makes
Pcmcect sense. It's what God intended. This is how | imagine the initial creation of wine Happening. The
Almightg tlﬁoug}wt, ‘Well 1 haven't got this creature quite rightJ and there’s gonna be an entire universe
of flaws for humans to deal with.” And then he scratched his long white beard, released a guttura]
“hmmmmmnnnnn” dength of God pauses are not exact). And then in all his omniscience, said, “ know. |
will give them somct}'ling to make the world a better Placel” And POO]C, the vine is created, fermentation
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work through the flaws of life and, franug, to Put up with the I‘rench, who also embrace it well enoug}x
to putup with each other.

Now the imPortancc of Having tru]g great bottles at your side cannot be overstated. Earlier this
summer | acciclenta”g ran over avery large whale with my boat as the si”g and much admired creature
was Iurking beneath the surface and decided to become an ocean going spccd bump of the most
Hubbcrg kind —again another cxample of when a great bottle of wine is required to put in Pcrspcctivc
a beautiful creature bcing turned into a boat t]ﬁrashing sea monster. (The whale went on his merry way;

my boat was not so merry.)

My tlweory on wine’s creation and purpose is notjust confined to whales. In fact, it's not confined at all.



Anyone that has ever owned a summer house or cottage understands that unless you are endowed
with a [egion of servants, your entire summer is spent slaving overthe cottage and grouncis. This is wl’wg
so much Hundred Acre is consumed in what 1 call Perspectivc Realignment Festivals. In other words,
gettingone’s head bolted on &uring difficult or trying moments. For examp]e, say you’re havingﬁo
friends over for a summer dinner and you stupidlg turn over your new suPercharge& barbecue to your
brother-in-law (room temperature 1Q), who then Procecds to !ight an APocaIQPsc Now inst’rcd fire
that turns your AAA PRIME RIB EYE steaks into objccts resembling meteorites not fit for man nor
beast. This leaves the guests with either a new Passion for vegetarian cuisine or you can conduct, as |
would recommend, a full scale Pcrspcctive Rea]fgnmcnt Festival after which the guest will be so chilled

and happg that you could serve them the meteorite steaks and theg wouldn't care less.
You see, great wine is wonderful. However, wine that stands above is truig magicai.

Hundred Acreis Pcrspectivc unto itself. It's an embodiment of time, something that will take you back,
that will age with you and can be relied upon to absolutdg create Perspective Realignmcntjust when

you need it, even hcgoujust know it's in your cellar waiting for you.

This brings me to a friend of mine who dropped dead this summer of a massive heart attack at age 53, it
rea”g shook me and got me t}winking about how imPor’cant PcrsPective rea”y is and wl"xg this aPPlies to

your wine cellar and drinkingin gencra].

Now, back to dropping dead for a moment, Pcrsona”g fwould find this to be annoying cspccia“g
Haleag througl’l agreat bottle of wine, | guess that would be somewhat secondarg gc’c it brings me
back to Peop!e That Have 5ng Rules about on!g crjoging wine at certain times of c‘aﬂ and even more

shocking) "specia] occasions’, after all, what the hell is a sPccial occasion?
As far as 1 am concerned Evcrgclag is Saturdag Night and Sa’curclag Night is New Years Evelll

Facts are | think we all know we dont drink cnough; especia”g enougl‘l grea’c wine and we are a little
ashamed. | am Pcrsonaiig goingto try harder to drink more of my wine, raid my cellar in the morning and
especia”g before lunch. Breakfastis so ?attg, whg not a little wine with eggs and bacon? And what
about the middle of the morning? Most People bg 10 am have had enough bo!ogna thrown at them for
the entire week and that's when you ga‘cher afew co”cagues (disrcgard the entire letter if youarea
heart surgeon, steamroller driver or liPosuc’cion technician) togcthcr in the board room ancU'ust turn
the Phones off and start crackinga few bottles open, this is what I call a Pcrspcc’cive Reaiignmcnt
Meeting.

Take my Grandmother for example) she had two heart attacks at 89 so lwent and got her from the
recovery area where she had been for a month and was convinced she would never leave. I drove her to
her house and we talked about the gardcn and ! Poured her a gjant Manhattan. She looked at it and
said “son | can't drink that, it's not good for my heart”. 1 looked at her and said “Grandma you’re 89
and you have drank two of



these cvergdag for the last 60 yearsl! who gives a crap what the doctors tell ya, have some fun”. She
drank two and 1 took her in great spirits back to the care home where she keeled over dead in the
a&ernoon}jus‘c kidc{ing, she lived 5 more years and had lots of fun and her Manhattans.

Now when making decisions about whether to crack open a trulg great bottle of wine the on]g question

you need to consideris Wl”ﬁ The Heck Not? Who the heck are you saving it for1 Buy enoug]’l to age

and cnough to live life.

I'mean yes of course if you have to drive or you have some work of grave imPor‘tance such as

&cs’croyingt]ﬁe forces of evil sx’ng[e—hanc[edlg bg sunsect or say Hging Jumbo Jets or tcaching blind
eople how to use rototillers then you must consider a few glasses laterin the c{ag Providec[ the forces

of evil were defeated.

For most everyone else the factors are simpler. No, | may not make it to sensitivitg class, but who cares,
rca”g? You miss yoga. Who cares? You may get fired and the children fmpoverished are sold into white
s]averg somewhere in the dustg Middle East, well PCI’]’I&PS we'll avoid that one but rea“}j for most
peop]e it's all workable. Sojust enjog your fife, drink great wine in your most beautiful Aags.

First of all, thank you for your support of our hand crafted singlc vincgard wines, it is my great

Pr{vilcgc to work in our Vinegarcls and care?u”g tend to the wine over the years.
THE 2008 HUNDRED ACRE - KAYLI MORGAN HAS BEEN FOR ME THE EQUAL OF OUR 2007

THE GREATEST WINE I HAVE MADE TO DATE.. THISWINE 1S TRULY A MINDBLOWER, A WINE
THAT WILL PUT EVERYTHING INTO PERSPECTIVE...

Order acceptance closes Scptcmbcr 30 or when a”ocations end.

Vcrg best,

>,

S
Jayson Woodbriclge
Winemaker / Adventurer
Hundred Acre

Lager Cake



