Gentlemen,

I believe it is time to re-evaluate the P-Class race model. What follows is a suggested format for all classes other that SC, SCL, SV and SVL. This proposal could have a significant impact on the boat count and play a major role in the future growth of the Offshore Racing category. What could these changes accomplish for all the customers of offshore?

Racers:

- Reduced speed providing for increased safety and equipment reliability.

- Lowest cost as you can race your current boat with little to no change.

- Very few rules.

- Speed parity. Virtually all boats can win any race.

- No GPS, throttling back or sandbagging; just flat out racing.
- A two day race format with focus on Sunday’s main event.

- Opportunity for SV/SVL racers to race on Saturday (Like NASCAR Bush Series)
Race Producers: 

- High boat count with "heads in beds".

Fans:

- Easy format to understand with the tightest racing in Offshore...guaranteed.

Sanctioning body:

- A reduced number of classes with few rules to inspect/monitor.

- Increased participation (more dollars).

- A marketable two day show.

Boat and Engine manufactures:

- Any past, current or future offering can be used.

- No restriction on length, weight or HP.

- Big sponsorship $ doesn't win, everyone can compete.

  This proposal recommends the consolidation of F-1, F-2, P-1 thru P-4 (Some P-5 needs more speed), A & B and One Design. These 10-11 classes would now fit into 3 large classes that have a target top speed of 80 to 100 MPH that is controlled with RPM limiters and props (stay with me). My thought on the classes would be:

V-80 (Includes vee's from F-1, P-4, 50% of P-3, A and One Design)

V-90 (Includes vee's from F-2, 50% of P-2 & 3 and B).

CV-100 (Includes cats and vee's in P1, 50% of P-2 and SV, SVL at divisional events).

The only rules would be that each boat would have an MSD or Mercury ignition with adjustable limit control. The props and RPM would be marked and locked. Unless there was damage, the prop would not be able to be changed during the season. 
 As an example, in the recent APBA Marathon race, the two top A Class boats finished side by side at +3MPH over Grumpy in 3rd.( www.apbaoffshore.com ). For the next event, these two boats (VR1 and Great Lakes Caster) would lose 200 RPM or -3MPH. This now puts 4 of the 5 A Boats within 3MPH for the next event. The two top Marathon P-4 and both F-1 boats would need no change as they were within 2MPH of the 3rd place A Boat.  Once you get all the boats within the range of 1-3 MPH, the water conditions, team skill and equipment reliability will determine the winner. You would only adjust RPM after non-rough water races. Racers could lobby for "more parity" prior to the next race. As the adjustment is based around the boats ability to get around the course in the shortest time, there isn’t any advantage in this system for fast acceleration or hull efficiency.
  How could this be managed? For the first race, you could take the average ending speed results from a recent race and adjust accordingly. If recent data wasn’t available, a sanctioning body committee could “limit” the boat for the first event as determined appropriate. Within two races you would have a pack!
  Why do I care? I really dislike P Class and all of Offshore seems to be frozen with their published formats. The sanctioning body leader that does the best job accomplishing the most of the above agendas will be the winner.

 I am anxious to sponsor a conference call with any group that is interested in more discussion. 

 Can you risk waiting until next year? It seems painfully obvious somebody needs to do something to fix the 15-30 boat events with 2-4 entries per class. This sport needs change. Who’s leading?
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